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After working st Kroehler Manufacturing during the 13405 and "50s, Bob Chase opened his own business, Chase Upholstery, in Warremille in 1962, Throwgh the years, Chase has employed up
ta five other former Kroehler smployees. He ks one of the last ex-Kroehler workers in the area. “It's o lost trade,” be sald.

Fabrics of a lifetime

By Judy Buchenat

Excerpts from the
February 21,2001
Naperville Sun
Newspaper
Article:

The main player in the town’s furniture
business was Krochler Manufacturing Co.
BEob Chase, a former Kroehler employee, said
the company was the magor employerin tawn,

Chase was close frends with Redaey
Krochler, one of the Rrochler family sons.

“He was going to enbist to Gght in the Kore-
an War and told me that when he got back,
the two of us would take aver the company
and do it right,” Chase said, *But he was
killed in a car accident on the way (o the en-
listment office.”

Even though he bost his friend, Chase went
to work for Keoehler's, like many other young
mien in Naperville,

*] remember working there right after the
war, sbout 1946 it was,” Chase said, *] made
backs, Kroehber was friends with Mr. (Henry)
Ford and when he saw how the idea of the as-
sembly line worked, he did that here. 5o we

The demand for furniture
after the war was so great,

... At that time, all we had was
one fabric in three colors -
beige, taupe and rose.
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were in lines of fifteen lo twenty guys, We
stisod in one place and the furniture came (o
us on conveyor belts,

=“Then you would do the same thing all day.

Kroehler legacy lives on in local upholstery shops

Yo would put seats on all day or the lefi-hand
arm or the right-hand arm. You got 12 cents
for every one that went by you and then they
totaled it up 2t the end of the day.

“Krochler wanted to make a certain amount
of furniture cach day so he kept the line run-
ning at a certain pace. If someone got behind,
there were utility men who could come help
him catch up.®

Chase became one of those utility men and
learned kow to completely uphelster furni-
ture. Few workers reached this level of exper-
tise, This training allowed Chase to open his
own shop years later.

See Kroehler, Paga 31
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Kroehler
From Paga 30

“The demand for furniture after
the war was so grenl,” he said,
*Bat one thing that | remember
was that at that time, all we had
was one fabric in three colors =
beige, taupe and rose.

“In my shop teday, 1 got some-
where between fifleen- (o twenty-
thousand fabrics and colors. The
fabric was real cheap because that
was all they could get at the time.
The dyes would rub off on our
hands. When we were making
rose furniture, our hands would all
be stained a reddish color.

“The ather thing that really
strikes me is that we made the
same piece on a line for 3 couple of
years,” Chase said. “That was how
many were needed. There were
twa foors in the factory with about
five lines on each floor, There
wiere led to ffteen guys on a line,
=0 about a hundred and fifty of us
i total.”

in
4T they were making the
e piece for long periods of
a large engineering department
that came up with new designs.
“That's what made me proud
about working at Kroehler's,” he
said. “They really were working on
good designs. For the money you
padd, I think Kroehler furnitare
was the best there was.”

There are several theories about
why the business closed. Steve
Paver works with Bob Chase Up.
halstery and has heard many sto-
ries over the years fram former
Kroehler emplovees who also
have worked in Chase’s shop.
Paver said he started warking for
Chase “sweepin’ foors and stuffin’
cushbons.”

After 28 years and a martiage to
the boss’ daughler, Paver has be-
come a part of the business.

“The guys who worked here told
me that, for years, Kroehler's sold
furniture directly to about 2,000
mom-and-pop furniture stores,”
Paver said. “Then the company de
cided to move to zelling to big
chains like Carson’s and since
they were basy doing that, they
lost that base of mom-and-pop
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&t It's a lost trade.
There is not a lot of
money to be made by
an emplovee. It takes
about eight years to
learn how to do this. We
have to train everyone
that comes into the
shop, and there's no
guarantee they will
stick around. 1
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stares within two years. They
couldn't recapture that market and
things just went from there.”™
Others point 1o the changing
population in Naperville. As more
white-collar workers moved into
town, there were fewer bluecollar
factory workers to fill positions.
Chase said for years, many em-
phoyees walked to work from their
houses surmrounding Kroehler's.

erty east of the building and en-
couraged peaple to build homes
there,” Chase said. Hushands and
wives and then sometimes their
grown children  worked at
Kroehler's. A whistle that could be
heard all over towm would blow at
the beginning and end of each
worl day.”

‘Through the years, upholsters
that learmed the whole line were
able te use their skills to open
thetr own shops. Only a few re-
meain today.
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